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[Abstract] Objective To discuss the diagnosis and differential diagnosis of hepatic veno - occlusive
disease (HVOD), focusing on the differentiation between HVOD and Budd - Chiari syndrome, in order to
make a further understanding of HVOD. Methods A total of 15 patients with HVOD, who were encoun-
tered at the hospital during the period from Jan. 2005 to Dec. 2011, were enrolled in this study. All the
patients had a history of orally taking radix notogineseng, a kind of Chinese herb, with a dosage of 350 -
1 000 g. Clinically, all patients showed signs of hepatalgia of different degrees, hepatomegaly, jaundice,
ascites, etc. The course of disease varied from one to 6 months. The radix notogineseng -induced clinical
symptoms, the imaging manifestations and the pathological findings were analyzed. Results After medical
treatment, complete cure was obtained in four patients, a favorable change was seen in six patients and death
occurred in five patients. Multiple imaging examinations revealed that hepatic small veins were obstructed in
all patients, while and three main branches of hepatic vein as well as the hepatic segment of inferior vena
cava were unobstructed. Dynamic enhanced CT and MRI scanning showed that typical patch or map - like
enhancement and hypo-perfusion areas within the hepatic parenchyma could be observed. In 6 patients, the
pathological changes were characterized by acute intimal edema of small hepatic veins, and no thrombus,
hepatic lobular congestion or hepatic cell necrosis could be seen. Conclusion Based on a history of orally
taking radix notogineseng combined with typical imaging manifestations, the diagnosis of HVOD should be
considered, although the confirmation of the diagnosis relies on the pathologic examination. Excellent
prognosis can be expected in most cases if the diagnosis can be made as early as possible and the proper
medical management can be carried out without
delay. (] Intervent Radiol, 2012, 21 987-990)
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