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[Abstract] Objective To analyze the causes and clinical manifestations of the postoperative short -

term complications occurred after percutaneous transhepatic cholangial drainage (PTCD) for patients with

malignant obstructive jaundice, and to summarize the experience of their diagnosis and treatment in order to

decrease the incidence and mortality. Methods A total of 296 patients with malignant obstructive jaundice

who had received PTCD were enrolled in this study. The incidence, clinical manifestations and therapeutic

efficacy of the complications occurred within two weeks after PTCD were retrospectively analyzed. Results A

total of 58 cases (19.6%) developed complications after PTCD, including biliary infection (n = 29), hepatic

arterial hemorrhage (n = 6), acute pancreatitis (n = 15), gallbladder-cardiac reflex during operation (n =

6), renal failure (n = 1) and biliary re -obstruction (n = 2). Among these patients, 2 cases with biliary

hemorrhage, 3 cases with biliary infection and 1 case with renal failure died after treatment. The remaining

patients recovered from the illness. Conclusion PTCD can cause many kinds of complications, and some

severe ones can cause death. Nevertheless, sufficient preoperative preparations, active management taken

during and after the operation can effectively prevent many severe complications from happening. (J Intervent

Radiol, 2012, 21, 927-930)
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