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[Abstract]  Objective To discuss the imaging findings of the esophagogasiric anastomotic leak and
their practical value in performing interventional therapy.  Methods A total of 68 patients with
esophagogastric anastomotic leak were enrolled in this study. The occurring time, location and size of the
peripheral abscess of the leak were determined. Under fluoroscopic guidance, the abscess drainage tube,
jejunal feeding tube and gastrointestinal decompression tube were inserted through a transnasal route.
According to the therapeutic results, esophageal stent implantation was carried out to closure the leak.
Results The placement of abscess drainage tube, jejunal feeding tube and gastrointestinal decompression
tube was successful in all patients. Reexamination showed that cure and favourable change was obtained in 40
patients  (58.5% , 40/68). The other 28 patients with esophagogasiric anastomotic leak received stent
implantation. Among them, six patients received 7 mushroom shaped covered stents, 22 patients received 24
woven double horns shaped covered stents. Technical success of stent placement was obtained in all patients.
The drainage tubes were pulled out when the abscesses were healed. During the follow-up period, the leaks
were completely occluded by the stents in 25 cases, the cure rate was 89.3%% (25/28). Three months after
the treatment, restenosis of the upper margin of the stents occurred in 2 patients, and the new stent
placement had to be carried out. In one case the stent had to be removed due to reflux esophagitis which
occurred two months after the treatment. One month after the stent placement, two patients died of massive
hemorrhage. One patient died of severe lung infection one month after the stent placement. Conclusion The
therapeutic plan of esophagogastric anastomotic leak should be based on the imaging findings, and the
placement of abscess drainage tube, jejunal feeding tube and gastrointestinal decompression tube should be
properly and promptly adopted. As comprehensive interventional therapy, the use of esophageal stent should
also be taken into account. (J Intervent Radiol, 2012, 21: 161-164)
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