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Metallic intratracheal stent application on relapsing polychondritis with severe tracheobronchial
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Abstract  Objective  To evaluate the therapeutic and adverse effects of metallic intratracheal stent
placement in relapsing polychondritis with severe tracheobronchial malacia. Methods Five tracheal stents
had been implanted in three patients with tracheobronchial malacia. One patient was implanted with two
tubular stents in trachea and one* Y” shaped stent for bilateral bronchi. Another patient used a tubular stent
in total tracheal segment. The last patient used a tubular stent in the upper segment of trachea. Results All

the stents were implanted successfully with obvious improvement of dyspnea after the treatment.
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Conclusions  Metallic intratracheal stent placement can really relieve symptoms and improve the life
quality in patients with tracheobronchial malacia caused by relapsing polychondritis. J Intervent Radiol
2007 16 203-205
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