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[Abstract]  Objectives To assess the safety and efficacy of percutaneous transluminal angioplasty
(PTA) and stent placement for the treatment of iliofemoral arterial atherosclerotic occlusive disesase. Methods
From April 1999 to August 2004,13 cases of iliofemoral arterial occlusions were recanalized with contact
thrombolytic therapy combined with guidewire mechanical recanalization method, followed by angioplasty and
stent placement. A total of 25 self-expanding Wallstents were deployed. All patients were followed up by means
of duplex ultrasound, angiography, or both. Results All 13 cases were successfully recanalized, with tech-
nical successful rate of 100%. Available follow-up for all patients from 8 months — 5 years(mean 26.2 months)
included one patient undergoing again with succussful contact thrombolysis because of early thrombosis;
another patient with recurrent symptoms at 19 month after operation undertaking surgical bypass because of
later reocclusion; all of the rest stents showing patency by the end of the study. Conclusions Contact
thrombolysis combined with guidewire mechanical recanalization for iliofemoral arterial occlusion is safe and
effective, whereas PTA and stent placement would have the nearly same efficacy for the disease with mild
injury and low restenosis. (J Intervent Radiol, 2006, 15: 393-395)
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