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Management of cardiac perforation and pericardial tamponade complicating percutaneous balloon mitral
valvuloplasty MA Changsheng DONG Jianzeng.  Cardiology Department Beijing Anzhen Hospital
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Abstract  Objective To determine the diagnostic and therapeutic approach of cute cardiac perfora-
tion and tamponade complicating percutaneous balloon mitral valvuloplasty. Methods and Results Percuta-
neous balloon mitral valvuloplasty was performed in 772 patients with rheumatic mitral stenosis from May 1992
to Dec. 2001 9 were diagnosed cardiac perforation 2 which developed pericardial tamponade which was suc-
cessfully controlled by contrast and X-ray guided pericardiocentesis using a subxiphoid approach. Conclusions
Only a minority of cardiac perforation resulted from PBMV developed pericardial tamponade. The latter could
be controlled safely and effectively by contrast and X-ray guided pericardiocentesis using a subxiphoid ap-
proach. The diagnosis of pericardial tamponade during or after PBMV relies on a strong clinical suspicion and
contrast and X-ray guided pericardiocentesis should be carried out without echocardiography for patients in un-
stable state.
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