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ABSTRACT: We retrospectively analyzed 120 cases of TIPSS focused on the mid-term
results and its effective factors of the procedure. 93 patient were male, 27 female with mean
age of 46 years (range, 18 ~ 75 years). 106 cases had recurrent bleeding for gastro
esophageal varices. All patients had more than moderate gastroesophageal varices. The fol-
low up results by us, endoscopy or/and esophageal barium examination, liver functin tests
and angiogrophy down showed that —shunts were in 111 of 120 patients, no death occurred
during the procedure. Portal pressure was reduced from 40. 544. 5 cmH,0 (1emH,0=0.
098kPa) to 23. 54 3. 5H;0 after shunting. Doppler US revealed tha the maximum blood
flow velocity in the main portal vein increased from 14. 04 4. 5 cm/sec to 46. 5+ 14. 5/ sec.
Two patients died of uncontrollable massive variceal bleeding within 2 hours after the
TIPSS, 9 died at 4 to 6 months after the procedure(due to hapatic function failure in 4, re-
current bleeding 2, and unrelated to the procedures 3), The mean follow-up time in the suc-
cessful cases was 16 months (range, 4~ 27 months). Shunt stenosis and occlusion were
found in 22 patients, 12 of them were successfully treated with re-dilatation and placement
of an another stent. The shunt patency was determined by corlor Doppler US in the remain-

. ing patients and no rebleeding occurred. The overall primary patency was 75. 0%. Angio-
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plasty and stent placement in the stenotic shunt resulted in a secondary patency of 88.5%.

The results suggested the immediate portal decompression could be achived in all successful

cases but the incidence of shunt stenosis and occlusion was high, especially in Z stent group.

Careful follow up is extremely important to identify shunt stenosis or occlusion for prompt

correction. Liver failure in Child class C patients was a major constributor to the death fol-

lowing TIPSS.
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