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[Abstract]

diseases. The catheter is one of the main operating tools. As the vascular system is quite complicated and

Minimally invasive surgery is one of the primary means for the treatment of vascular

tiny, it is usually very difficult for the operator to accurately and bare-handedly accomplish the whole
intravascular procedure. Therefore, with the rapid development of minimally invasive surgeries the practical
study related to the clinical employment of steerable catheter robot has attracted the researchers’  attention.
This paper aims to describe the emergence and development history of steerable catheter robot and also to
introduce the main achievements as well as the up-to-date progress in the researches relevant to steerable
catheter robot that have been obtained by research workers all over the world so far. The prospects for the

future development of steerable catheter robot are briefly discussed. (J Intervent Radiol, 2011, 20: 584-588)
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