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[Abstract]

Jian-ming,

Objective To investigate the application and therapeutic effects of inverted Y-shaped
self-expandable metal airway stent in treating complex airway diseases (stenosis or fistula). Methods
According to the distinctive anatomic structure and the pathological changes of complex airway stenosis or
fistula,  the inverted Y-shaped self-expandable metal airway stent was designed. Under fluoroscopic
monitoring, a total of 12 inverted Y-shaped self-expandable metal stents were implanted in 12 patients with
complex airway diseases. Results Stent placement in the tracheo-bronchial tree was technically successful in
all patients. After the operation, the symptom of dyspnea was immediatly relieved and the bucking following
foodintake disappeared. The general physical condition and living quality were much improved in all patients.
Conclusion The use of inverted Y-shaped self-expandable metal airway stent for the management of
complex airway stenosis involving the tracheal carina was a simple and safe procedure and it has satisfactory

short-term clinical results. (J Intervent Radiol, 2011, 20: 210-213)
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