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[Abstract] Objective To explore the diagnostic and therapeutic efficacy of interventional procedure for
upper gastrointestinal bleeding in patients of hepatic carcinoma accompanied with hepatic artery-portal vein
shunting (HAPVS). Methods Clinical data of 27 patients of hepatic carcinoma accompanied with HAPVS
were retrospectively analyzed. All patients underwent hepatic arterial angiography and transcatheter arterial
embolization. Shunts were embolized with coils, Gelfoam particles or PVA particles. Results Of 27 patients
with upper gastrointestinal bleeding, central type HAPVS was seen in 16 and peripheral type HAPVS in 11.
Reversed portal venous flow was detected in 20 cases and ascites was found in 23 cases. The abnormal shunts
were successfully occluded in all patients and the bleeding ceased within 2 days after embolization. No
recurrent bleeding occurred in one month after the treatment. Ascites disappeared in 16 cases and subsided in
7 cases. Conclusion HAPVS is an important cause for upper gastrointestinal bleeding in patients of hepatic
carcinoma, and the arteriovenous fistula can be confirmed with hepatic artery DSA. Embolization of fistulous
orifice is the most effective therapy for such patients. (J Intervent Radiol, 2011, 20: 120-122)
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