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[Abstract] Objective To evaluate the curative effect of stent replacement for the treatment of
esophagotracheal fistula which occurred after the stent implantation for stenosis of intrathoracic
gastroesophageal anastomotic stoma. Methods Six patients with esophagotracheal fistula occurred after stent
placement for stenosis of intrathoracic gastroesophageal anastomotic stoma were enrolled in this study. Under
X-ray monitoring, the previous stent was taken out and a new, longer, covered stent was inserted into the
esophagus in such a way that the stent would not be angled with the esophagus. Results The previous stent
was successfully taken out in all patients. No serious complications such as esophageal rupture, mediastinal
abscess, hemorrhage, apnea or dyspnea occurred. The replacement of the covered stent, which was 20 -
40 mm longer than the previous one, was also successfully performed. All the patients complained different
degrees of, but tolerable, pharyngeal pain after the stenting procedure, however, the pain was markedly
relieved after symptomatic treatment.  Conclusion Esophagotracheal fistula occurred after the stent

implantation for stenosis of intrathoracic gastroesophageal anastomotic stoma can be effectively treated by
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replacing a longer covered stent. (] Intervent Radiol, 2010, 19: 496-498)
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