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[Abstract] Objective To evaluate CT-guided percutaneous ethanol nerve block therapy of celiac
plexus embedded in metastatic lymph nodes in treating intractable carcinomatous abdominal pain. Methods
A total of 104 patients with late stage cancers were enrolled in this study. All patients suffered from serious
carcinomatous pain at upper abdomen and their retroperitoneal lymph nodes were extensively enlarged and
fused, together with the involved celiac plexus, into a hard crumb. As the patients failed to respond to
narcotic analgesics CT-guided ethanol nerve block therapy of celiac plexus was carried out by pushing the
puncture needle through the fused lymphatic mass to celiac plexus site. The analgesic effects and
complications were observed and the therapeutic results were evaluated. Results The analgesic effective rate
of ethanol nerve block therapy immediately after the procedure was 100%, and at 2 weeks, 1, 2, 3 and 4
months after the treatment it was 100%, 100%, 98.0%, 96.9% and 92.6%, respectively. No serious
complications occurred during perioperative period. The living quality was markedly improved in all patients.
Conclusion For the treatment of intractable carcinomatous abdominal pain in patients with their celiac
plexus being embedded in mass-like metastatic retroperitoneal lymph nodes CT-guided percutaneous ethanol
nerve block therapy by pushing the puncture needle through the fused lymphatic mass to celiac plexus site is
of great clinical value in relieving carcinomatous abdominal pain. (J Intervent Radiol, 2010, 19: 386-388)
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