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[Abstract]  Objective To evaluate the therapeutic effect and safety of trans-microcatheter arterial
embolization with the mixture of ethanol and lipiodol in treating hepatic cavernous hemangiomas. Methods
Trans-microcatheter arterial embolization with the mixture of ethanol and lipiodol was performed in 25 patients
with hepatic cavernous hemangiomas. The ratio of ethanol to lipiodol was 2 to 1, and the dose of the mixture
used in one session was 8 — 25 ml. After the procedure necessary supportive measures were employed. All the
patients were followed up for 12 months. The postoperative observations included the tumor’s size, liver
function, complications and the clinical manifestations. The clinical data were statistically analyzed. Results
Technical successes was achieved in all patients. Of the 25 patients, the largest lesion of the hemangiomas
was located at the right lobe in 13, at the left lobe in ten. Before the treatment the maximum diameter of the
tumor was (6.5 — 15.3) em with a mean diameter of (8.2 + 2.0) cm. After the treatment the maximum
diameter of the tumor significantly decreased to (5.3 + 1.6) c¢m in 6 months (¢ = 5.513, P < 001), and to
(2.8 £ 1.2) em in 12 months (¢ = 25.412, P < 0.01). Transient impairment of liver function was observed in
20 cases after embolization, in 19 of which the liver function returned to normal in 2 weeks. The clinical
symptoms were significantly relieved in all 25 symptomatic patients.  Conclusion Trans-micorcatheter
arterial embolization with the mixture of ethanol and lipiodol is a safe and effective treatment for hepatic
cavernous hemangiomas. (J Intervent Radiol, 2010, 19: 358-360)
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