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[Abstract)

Objective To discuss the significance of inferior mesenteric artery (IMA)

the First Affiliated Hospital, Soochow University,

in the

interventional treatment for unresectable and recurrent ovarian carcinoma. Methods Thirty-four patients with

ovarian carcinoma, including unresectable advanced cases (n = 22) and post operative recurrent cases (n =

12), underwent routine interventional arterial chemotherapy and/or embolization via bilateral internal iliac

arteries and/or uterine arteries. Infusion chemotherapy through IMA was carried out if IMA was involved in
feeding the tumor. The clinical response was observed and analyzed. Results Of 34 patients, involvement of

IMA in feeding the tumor was found in 26, including 20 recurrent cases and 6 unresectable cases. Three
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weeks after infusion chemotherapy
through IMA, the tumor size judged
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from CT scans was reduced in certain degree. Of 13 cases with FIGO III stage, 8 had abnormal IMA. Of 21
cases with FIGO IV stage, 18 had abnormal IMA. Conclusion In advanced ovarian carcinomas, especially
in recurrent cases, IMA is usually involved in the blood-supply of the tumor, therefore, in order to improve
the therapeutic effect the operators should try to find the IMA during interventional management and to make
infusion chemotherapy through IMA. (J Intervent Radiol, 2009, 18: 305-307)
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