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Therapeutic analysis of interstitial implantation with [ seeds in the treatment of pancreatic cancer
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[Abstract]  Objective To assess the therapeutic effect of interstitial implantation with I seeds in
treating pancreatic cancer. Methods During the period of July 2005 -~ June 2008, interstitial implantation
with ] seeds was performed in 33 patients (22 males and 11 females, mean age 64) with pancreatic cancer.
The maximum diameter of the tumor was 1.5 — 6.6 cm (mean 3.7 cm). The clinical data were retrospectively
analyzed. Results The pain relief rate was 60.6%. Four patients died within 3 months. CT re-exam 3 months
after the treatment showed that partial response was observed in 8, stabilization in 13 and deterioration in 8
patients. The overall effective rate was 27.6%. No serious complications, such as pancreatic leakage,
gastrointestinal hemorrhage, etc. occurred. The median survival time was 5.1 months. In 18 patients, 51 seeds
were missing. In 5 patienis, 11 seeds were migrated, of which 9 moved to intestine, one to liver and one to
spleen.  Neither radiation enteritis nor hepatic dysfunction developed. Conclusion In the treatment of
pancreatic cancer, interstitial implantation with 51 seeds is very effective in reliving pain, however, a part of
patients in staging IV enrolled in this study respond poorly to the treatment. Therefore, a prospective cohort
study with a large sample is required to further verify the efficacy of the treatment. (J Intervent Radiol, 2009,
18: 239-290)
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