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[Abstract] Angiogenesis, i.e. neovascularization from preexisting vasculature, is involved in a variety
of physiological and pathological proceeses of the body, including the initiation, maintenance and progression
of tumors. The process of angiogenesis depends on the dynamic balance between the activities of pro-
angiogenic and anti-angiogenic factors. Angiogenesis inhibitors specifically prevent endothelial cells from
proliferation, migration and tube formation. One of the inhibitors is endostatin, which is of wide spectrum and
possesses profound angiogenesis inhibition and therapeutic effects on tumors with rich vasculature, This paper
aims to explain the mechanism of the action, structure and biological function of endostatin, and to discuss
4ts application in anti-neoplastic therapies and the issues in the field of interventional radiology. The authors
point out emphatically that the application scheme must be designed strictly and scientifically. Only when
combination use of endostatin with other therapeutics which can effectively destroy tumor tissues is carried out
to gain synergistic and intensified effect, can marked objective efficacy be obtained.  (J Intervent Radiol,
2009, 18: 241-243) .
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