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Evaluation of interventional angioplasty by using thrombolysis and balloon dilatation in treating
pulmonary embolism SUN Ren-hua. Department of CT and Interventional Radiology, No. 404 Hospital of

PLA, Weihai 264200, China

[Abstract] Objective To evaluate the interventional angioplasty by using thrombolysis and balloon
dilatation in the treatment of pulmonary embolism. Methods Eight patients with pulmonary embolism were
treated with interventional management including fragmentation of the thrombus, thrombolysis with urokinase
flush infusion, balloon dilatation and continuing low-dose infusion for 24 hours. Anticoagulation with heparin
was given simultaneously. Results The pulmonary artery was completely recanalized in three patients, and
partially recanalized in five patients. The blood oxygen saturation reached 100% in 3 cases and was over 93%
in 5 cases. Conclusion Interventional angioplasty by means of thrombolysis or balloon dilatation is an

effective therapy for pulmonary embolism in reopening the embolized pulmonary artery,

bringing the

pulmonary hemodynamics to normal condition and correcting the hypoxemia. (J Intervent Radiol, 2009, 18:

19-21)
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