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[Abstract] Objective To analyze the etiological factors and prevention of serious complications after
transcatheter arterial chemoembolization (TACE) for primary hepatic carcinoma(PHC). Methods A consecu-
tive group of 573 patients with PHC received a total of 1252 TACE procedures form January 2005 to July
2007. All patients with complication were treated intensively together with imaging and biochemical
examinations, in order to study the causes and preventive measures of the serious complications. Results
After all, the record revealed 3 cases of upper gastrointestival hemorthage, 6 cases of acute hepatic failure
with one death, 1 case of pulmonary embolism, 4 cases of cholecystitis; 2 cases of intrahepatic biloma and
one died for gastric perforation. Conclusions Severe complication with TACE for PHC might be caused by
existed poor liver function, portal hypertension, high dose of the chemotherapeutic agent, drug reflux or
ectopic embolism ete. So to comply with evidence-based medicine priciples, select the appropriate period for
TACE, and use of standardized measures of intervention therapy are essential for preventing and reducing the
occurrence of the serious complications. (J Intervent Radiol, 2008, 17:773-775)
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