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Interventional mechanical thrombectomy for acute pulmonary embolism CHEN Liang, GU Jian-ping,
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China

[Abstract]  Objective To evaluate the method, efficacy and safety of interventional mechanical
thrombectomy in the treatment of acute pulmonary embolism. Methods 26 patients were diagnosed as acute
pulmonary embolism by pulmonary angiography and treated by mechanical thrombectomy device. The Amplatz
thrombectomy device was used in 17 cases, and the Straub rotarex system was performed in 9 cases. The
clinical symptoms, pulmonary arterial recanalization, blood oxygen saturation, MPAP and Pa0, were observed
before and after the procedure. Inferior vena cava filters were placed in 25 cases with lower extremity deep
venous thrombosis. Results The interventional mechanical thrombectomy was enforced successfully in
26 cases with significant improvement of clinical symptoms after the procedures. The blood oxygen saturation
and Pa0Q, showed significant] increase and MPAP was decrease. Most thrombi in the pulmonary artery were
cleared out in 21 cases. No significant complications occurred in all patients. During 1 to 36 months follow-up,
no recurrence of PE occurred. Conclusions The interventional mechanical thrombectomy for the treatment of
acute pulmonary embolism is a safe, easy and effective method.(J Intervent Radiol, 2008, 17: 468-473)
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