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Investigation of the short term curative effect of argon-helium cryosurgical treatment in liver
carcinomas CAO Jian-min, SHI Dong-hong, XU Jian, KONG Wei-dong, LI Cheng-lang, GAO Da-zhi, LU

Guang-ming.  Department of Radiology, Nanjing General Hospital, Nanjing Military Command of PLA,
Nanjing 210002, China '
[Abstract]  Objective To evaluate the short term curative effect, ways and safety of argon-helium

cryosurgical treatment for liver carcinomas. Methods Percutaneous endocare cryocare system for sixty-eight
cases of liver carcinoma were undertaken Argon-Helium cryosurgical treatment guided by CT with two freeze-
thaw recycles. Hepatic arteriographies were done 1 week afterward with TACE or perfusion chemotherapy and
then with enhanced CT or DSA follow up. Results 14 cases of tumor maximum diameters < 5 cm were
completely ablated by the operation. 54 cases of diameters = 5 ~ 10 cm of whom 29 cases treated with out .
.preoperative TACE were not completely ablated and 25 cases treated with preoperative TACE for one to three
times were 80% (20/25 cases)completely ablated. ~All cases showed no mortality, no haemorrhage, no
hepatorrhexis, no biliary fistula and no metastasis of punctural path post-operatiively. Average follow-up was
12.5 months including CR in 1 case, PR in 36cases, SD in 11 cases, PD in 9 cases and 1 year survival rate
of 98.5% (67/68 cases). Conclusions Cryoablation offers a safe, minimaltrauma and effective way in the
treatment of liver cancer through percutaneous approach of endocare cryocare system under CT guidance. (J
Intervent Radiol, 2008, 17. 258-261)
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