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Transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt for the treatment of Budd-Chiari syndrome HAN Guo-
hong, HE Chuang-ye, YIN Zhan-xin, MENG Xiangsjie, WANG Jian-hong, ZHANG Hong-bo, ZHOU Xing-
min, WU Kda-chun, DING Jie, FAN Dai-ming. Center of Interventional Radiology, Institute of
Gastroenierology, Xijing Hospital, Fourth Military Medical University, Xi‘an 710032, China

[Abstract] Objective To evaluate the efficacy of transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt(TIPS)
for Budd-Chiari syndrome (BCS). Methods 14 patients with clinical findings of progressive liver function
abnormality and severe complication of portal hypertension (upper gastrointestinal bleeding and refractory
ascites )were diagnosed as BCS. Based on imaging manifestations, these patients were classified as follows:
obstruction of inferior vena cava (1 case); obstruction of hepatic veins (5 cases); combined obstruction
(obstruction of hepatic veins and inferior vena cava)(8 cases). During the procedure, different puncture points
were selected for fulfilling the real condition; including 7 cases from hepatic vein to portal vein; 4 cases from
inferior vena cava to hepatic vein, 4 cases from the right hepatic vein to portal vein. After the operation, the
follow-up evaluation of blood flow in the shunt was performed. Results All of these patients were successfully
performed with TIPS, with average pressure of portal vein decreasing from (4.9 + 1.4) KPa to(3.2 + 1.5) KPa.
After 5 to 64 mouths follow-up, the recurrent upper gastrointestinal bleeding occurred in two patients due to
stent stenosis and were well controlled through balloon angioplasty. Conclusions TIPS is an effective
treatment for BCS with progressive liver dysfunction or severe portal hypertension with upper gastrointestinal
bleeding and refractory ascites. In addition, it also contributes to the treatment of the recurrent or severe portal
hypertension after the inferior vena cava or hepatic vein angioplasty.(J Intervent Radiol, 2008, 17: 239-242)

[Key words] Budd-Chiari syndrome;Portal hypertension; Angioplasty ; Transjugular intrahepatic
portosystemic shunt
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