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[Abstract] Objective To make a further understanding about the true feelings of patients, who are
in need of chemotherapy after modified radical mastectomy, when they make the selection of infusion port or
peripherally inserted central catheter (PICC) as the pathway of intravenous infusion. Methods In - depth
interview was conducted with 13 patients with breast cancer who were in need of chemotherapy after modified
radical mastectomy. On a voluntary basis, the selection of using infusion port or using PICC as the pathway of
intravenous infusion was made by own will of each patient. Colaizzi analysis method was used to analyze and
arrange the obtained data, and topic matter was proposed. Results The patients went through two stages,
covering six topics, when they made selection of two infusion methods. In the first stage, before choosing the
infusion method the patient had three psychological worries: inner contradiction, worry and helplessness. In
the second stage, after the infusion device was implanted the patient considered other three problems:
physical discomfort, feeling of doubt and sense of benefit. Conclusion In-depth interview can help the
health care personnel to more deeply understand the need of patients in selecting the infusion method.
Generally speaking, the infusion port is superior to PICC. Nurses should complete a good job in education,
maintenance and management before and after implantation of infusion device for chemotherapy so as to
improve the quality of life of patients.(J Intervent Radiol, 2019, 28 486-489)
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