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[Abstract]  Objective To study the feasibility of obliteration with NBCA (N-Butyl-2-Cyanoacrylate )for
the treatment of gastric bleeding varices in terminal stage of portal hypertension. Methods All 17 cases of
upper gastrointestinal hemorrhage with portal hypertension, mean age 54 years, including 11 cases of advanced
hepatocellular carcinoma with portal venous tumor emboli, 6 cases of cirrhosis and 3 cases with moderate to
severe ascites; were selected for this study. According to the Child-Pugh classification, 3 cases were in class B
and 14 cases in class C at admission. Left gastric, posterior and short gastric varices were shown in all patients
on CT or MRI enhancement scannings, together with splenorenal and gastrorenal shunts in 3 and 3 cases
respectively. Seven cases were approached through right midaxillary line transhepatic route, 4 cases through
infra-cartilago ensiformis transhepatic route, and 6 cases through transsplenic approach. Nine cases took
scheduled operation, and 8 cases under emergency operation. According to blood flow rate and variceal internal
diameter, the proportion 1:4 of NBCA and lipiodol was selected for the embolization. The survival and symptom
relief of the patients were followed up. Results All cases were successfully engaged in embolization with
NBCA, with all varices disappeared on post-operation angiography and CT enhancement scanning during
follow-up. Pressure of portal vein rised 3 emH,0 after operation with one case having with transient irritable
cough. The average survival time was over 5 months during 3-12 months follow-up. Four cases died
postoperatively because of hepatic function exhaustion. Conclusion Utilization of NBCA in obliteration for
gastric bleeding varices is effective, feasible and reliable; with less complication. Keeping strict indications
would surely raise the long-term efficacy.(J Intervent Radiol, 2007, 16: 661-664)
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